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DAVID J. MARTINS, conductor 
David J. Martins is Adjunct Professor of Music at Boston University. He has degrees from 
the Eastman School of Music and the University of Lowell College of Music and was a 
recipient of a Berkshire Music Festival Tanglewood Fellowship. He is also Professor of Music 
at the University of Massachusetts Lowell. 
With a dual career as a performer and conductor, David J. Martins balances orchestral and 
chamber venues with an active teaching and conducting schedule. He is the Music Director 
of the Boston University Wind Ensemble, University of Massachusetts Lowell Wind Ensemble, 
Rhode Island Philharmonic Youth Wind Ensemble and the Lowell Summer Concert Band. 
Professor Martins is Music Director Emeritus of the Metropolitan Wind Symphony, which 
during his tenure of ten years performed at the National Conference of the Association of 
Concert Bands and commissioned numerous new compositions. During the past several 
years, he has been in demand as a guest conductor and has conducted Festival ensembles 
throughout the eastern United States. Since the summer of 1999, he has served on thE" '!-
ty of the Boston University Tanglewood Institute as Director of Wind Activities for the \_ g 
Artists Orchestra. 
He is a member of the clarinet section of the Rhode Island Philharmonic and Boston Classical 
Orchestras and appears frequently with New Hampshire Symphony Orchestra, ProArte 
Chamber Orchestra, Boston Ballet Orchestra and Alea Ill. He has also performed with the 
Boston Pops Esplanade Orchestra, Monadnock Music Festival and Springfield Symphony. In 
past years he has toured with the Philharmonia Hungarica Orchestra of Germany on their 
USA tours, the Puccini Festival Orchestra throughout Italy, and has performed six. tours 
throughout Greece and Russia as soloist and member of the contemporary chamber ensem-
ble Alea Ill. He can be heard on orchestral and chamber recordings on the CRI, Koch, Titanic, 
Gasparo and Albany labels. Professor Martins is a Boosey & Hawkes/Buffet artist clinician. 
PROGRAM NOTES 
Malcolm Arnold (b. 1921) 
Tam O'Shanter Overture, Op. 5 I 
Born in Northampton in 1921, Malcolm Arnold has had a distinguished career as both a per-
former and a composer. At the age of 16, he won a scholarship to the Royal Conservatory of 
Music, where he studied trumpet (with Ernest Hall) and composition (with Patrick Hadley 
and Gordon Jacob). Upon graduation, he played the trumpet in the London Philharmonic 
Orchestra and briefly served in the British military. In 1948, he was awarded the 
Mendelssohn Scholarship, which allowed him to devote himself to composition full-time. His 
output was prodigious: nine symphonies, around two dozen concertos, a vast body of cham-
ber music, and more than one hundred and twenty film scores, including those for Whistle 
Down the Wind and The Bridge on the River Kwai. Poor health forced him to retire from 
composition in the early 1980s and today he lives in Norfolk with his companion.Anthe 
Day. 
The Tam O'Shanter Overture, Op. 51, was written in 1955 and dedicated to Michael Diack. The 
original Tam O'Shanter, a free-spirited outcast with unpredictable tendencies, is the hero of a 
well-known Robert Burns ballad. The music of the overture captures the character of 
Tam's wild, drunken carousings: trombone glissandi, small shrieks from the piccolo, Scotch-
snap rhythms with a bit of a tipsy stumble in the bassoons, and even a grotesque 
parody of a Highland reel. The piece ends with Tam participating in a fantastic Witches' 
Sabbath, an allusion to the Symphonie fantastique of Hector Berlioz and Arnold's homage to 
one of his own musical heroes. 
Edgard Varese ( 1883-1965) 
Octandre 
notes by Lisa Burnett 
Edgard Varese's surviving body of work is small, just twelve completed works and a handful of 
) unfinished ones, but he nevertheless had a profound impact on succeeding generations of 
musicians and composers. Born and raised in France, Varese immigrated to the United States 
in 1915. During the 1920s and 30s, he wrote a series of radical, innovative works noted for 
their rhythmic complexity, free atonality, and forms that were not principally dependent on 
either harmonic progression or thematic development. After World War II, he composed two 
of the first major musical works to include sounds on tape, Deserts and Poeme electronique, 
m?''\ g him one of the pioneers of electronic music. 
dctulcJre was written in 1923 and, as the title would imply, requires and ensemble of eight 
players. It is brief, lasting around seven minutes in most performances, and it is the only one 
of Varese's works to feature a traditional division into (three) movements, though there is no 
break between the second movement and the third. Octandre, like Varese's other works 
written during this period, is structured around several repeated one-pitch rhythmic figures 
with appoggiaturas, such as the one in the piccolo that opens the second movement. The 
work then unfolds in a series of contrasting sections. The last of these, a brass chorale 
marked jubilatore, does indeed achieve a feeling of jubilation and provides a stirring ending to 
the piece as a whole. 
Percy Grainger ( 1882-1961) 
Spoon River 
notes by Lisa Burnett 
The Australian composer Percy Grainger was born in 1882 and is one of the first significant 
20th-century composers who wrote much of his finest music for concert band. He was also 
a well-known pianist and toured Australia, New Zealand, and South Africa in 1903. Grainger's 
New York debut as a composer was in 1914, after which the United States became his home. 
He is best known as a composer of light works based on traditional tunes such as 
"Shallow Brown". Percy Grainger died in White Plains, NY in 1961. Spoon River ( 1933) is a 
Grainger favorite and is based on an old fiddle tune. The score was dedicated to Edgar Lee 
Masters, author of the Spoon River Anthology, who was apparently delighted with the piece. 
Masters sent Grainger the tune himself after he received it from Captain Charles H. Robinson 
in 1915. Robinson heard old-time fiddlers play the tune while he was living in Stark County 
Illinois in 1857. 
Anthony Iannaccone (b. 1943) 
After a Gentle Rain 
Notes by Eric Hanser 
Anthony Iannacone was born in New York City in 1943. He studied at the Manhattan School 
ic and the Eastman School of Music under teachers Vittorio Giannini, Aaron Copland, 
a. . avid Diamond. As a young man he worked as a part-time teacher and violinist. His 
impressive output of nearly fifty published works includes three symphonies, several works 
for chorus and orchestra, chamber pieces, a variety of large works for wind ensemble, and 
several compositions for unaccompanied chorus. He has been an active conductor of several 
regional and metropolitan orchestras in the US and Europe. In 1979 Iannaccone composed 
the two-movement work A~er a Gentle Rain. The opening section, written in a pictorial style, 
is entitled ''The Dark Green Glistens with Old Reflections." The second section, "Sparkling 
Air Bursts with Dancing Sunlight" is brilliant and effervescent. 
Gordon Jacob ( 1895-1984) 
More Old Wine in New Bottles 
notes by Eric Hanser 
British composer Gordon Jacob's prolific musical career spanned most of the twentieth 
century. He studied composition at the Royal Conservatory of Music in London with 
Stanford, Howells, Boult and Vaughan Williams and went on to teach there himself for more 
than forty years. In addition to his teaching, he was enormously successful as a composer. By 
the 1950s he had become a highly respected figure both in Britain and abroad. He provided 
music for the Festival of Britain in 1951 and the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II in 1953. 
Jacob's style is conservative by twentieth-century standards, and his career took a downturn 
with the rise of the avant-garde in the early 1960s. He was able to find new creative outlets 
by writing music for the emerging wind-band movement and for amateur and school 
orchestras and continued to compose until just before his death in 1984. 
As one might expect, More Old Wine in New Bottles ( 1976) was written as a sequel to Jacob's 
own Old Wine in New Bottles, completed in 1958. Both pieces are four-movement works, with 
each movement based on a traditional English song or text. Jacob also arranged the second 
and fourth movements of More Old Wine in New Bottles ("The Oak and the Ash" and "Joan to 
the Maypole") for voices. Jacob's musical style is influenced by the early twentieth-century 
French and Russian schools rather than the Teutonic ones, and places a great emphasis on 
clarity of melody and instrumentation, fitting indeed for a composer who once said, "I 
personally feel that the day that melody is discarded, you may as well pack up music 
altogether." 
Eric Whitacre (b. 1970) 
Ghost Train 
notes by Lisa Burnett 
Eric Whitacre began his music career as a pianist at a young age. He became a music major 
at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, and later went on to receive his M.M. in composition 
from the Juilliard School of Music, where he studied with John Corigliano. Though his first 
assignment, writing a work for I 00 trombones and percussion, was not a success, he is now 
regularly commissioned and widely published. Whitacre has received composition awards 
from the American Society of Composers and Publishers, the Barlow International 
Composition Competition, the American Choral Directors Association, and The American 
Composers Forum. Written in 1993-4, Whitacre's Ghost Train is a musical depiction of a 
legend deeply rooted in American folklore. The Ghost Train is a supernatural machine that 
roars through forgotten towns and empty canyons. The work opens with a solo flute with 
bending notes imitating a distant train whistle. The train comes into view slowly as the full 
band plays a stuttering rhythm. The snare and bass drums pick up the tempo as the train 
rolls through the countryside. 
notes by Eric H? - -
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